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LincoCn Assassination Update 



By Tommy Jf. Bowden 
Immediately, after the assassination of 
Lincoln and t fie alleged death of John 
IVilkes Booth, rumors were rampant with 
sighting of Booth in ad corners of the 
world By the 1870' s, over twenty people 



claimed to be Booth Jfe had children from 
a famify in Xentuchy (the heirs are stid 
c (aiming their heritage). Jfe was in South 
America. The most creditable story of that 
era was the claim of a barkeep, John St. 

(Continued on page 48) 



THE GUNS OF THE RFK ASSASSINA- 
TION 



The State's case against Sirhan B. Sirhan 
details only one gun as being in the pantry 
on June 5, 1968. The Los Angeles Police 
Department has now acknowledged the pres- 
ence of at least two more guns. One belong- 
ing to Jack Merritt and the other to Thane 

Eugene Cesar. 



“The Cesar Qun is 
avaiCaBCe for test- 
ing. 'But first the 
evidence in the 
State Archives 
must Be authenti- 
cated” 



Both were private 
security guards 
hired by the ho- 
tel’s Security 
chief William 
Gardner. Merrit 
was not in posi- 
tion to fire the 
fatal shots that 
night. Thane 



Cesar was guiding Kennedy through the 
pantry with his left hand on Kennedy's el- 



bow. This article is not intended to detail the 
Cesar account for it is thoroughly covered in 
Ted Charach’s video, "The Second Gun.” 
Cesar is documented as owning a Harrington 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Quns of the XfX 

(Continued from page I) 

and Richardson Model 900 .22 caliber nine 
shot revolver serial number Y 1 3332. This 
gun was thrown into an Arkansas Pond in 
1971 by a teenage thief. 

Sirhan's alleged gun was a .22 caliber, eight 
shot Iver Johnson Cadet serial number 
H53725. At the Sirhan Trial, the bullet evi- 
dence was entered from a test firing document 
listing the serial number as HI 8602 and dated 
June 6, 1968. HI 8602 had been in the posses- 
sion of LAPD for almost a year. It had been 
taken from a person named Jake Williams. At 
the trial, DeWayne Wolfer, LAPD Criminal- 
ist, explained the incorrect serial number as a 
clerical error. HI 8602 had been used as a test 
gun to determine firing distance and sound 
tests. He stated that he had obtained HI 8602 
from the property room on June 10, 1968. 

HI 8602 was an Iver Johnson Cadet pistol 
taken from Jake Williams for a crime commit- 
ted in 1967. It was listed as being destroyed 
in 1968 by LAPD. 

Sirhan's Writ for an Evidentiary Hearing filed 
on May 1, 1997 details information obtained 
from the State Archives, where the Sirhan 
files are now housed. Sirhan's Research Team 
have uncovered many discrepancies and the 
complete writ is over 200 pages long. A copy 
of this writ may be examined in the Ahimsa 
archives. This article is only concerned with 
the gun issue. 

According to documents in Sacramento, the 
alleged Sirhan gun, H53725, was test fired on 
June 5, 1968. This is in conflict with the test 
firing introduced at the trial. Additional doc- 
uments in Sacramento shows that Wolfer had 
HI 8602 in his possession as early as June 6, 
1968. Why wasn’t the June 5th bullets en- 
tered into evidence. Did they match the evi- 
dence? The writ states that the bullets entered 
into evidence were from HI 8602. Further, the 
writ states that the Kennedy neck bullet 
(Peoples Exhibit 47) was changed between the 
Sirhan Trial and the Wenke Hearing in 1976. 
Dr. Thomas Noguichi marked Exhibit 47 as 
TN3 1 during the autopsy. He later testified 
under oath and identified the evidence on 



Assassination 



three separate occasions. Exhibit 47 in the 
State Archives is marked DWTN. This means 
the evidence in Sacramento has been changed. 
The writ further states that current Exhibit 47 
is probably from HI 8602. 

The court has not acted on the Sirhan Writ as 
of January 31, 1998. What can we do? 

The Museum has proposed to fund an eviden- 
tiary hearing with a panel of three experts. 

The experts would be selected by the Sirhan 
Family, The State Archives, and a third to be 
selected by the Conspiracy Museum with the 
approval of the first two. The cost for this 
panel is Approximately $45,000.00 May we 
have your support? 

Status: The Cesar Gun (Y 13332) is available 
for testing. We must first determine the status 
of the evidence in Sacramento. HI 8602 was 
listed as destroyed by LAPD. The Museum is 
negotiating with a group of people who claim 
to have the gun. Apparently, LAPD personnel 
took souvenirs from the property room. It is 
time for conspiracy believers to stop the 
rhetoric and book writing and support efforts 
to prove the conspiracy by impartial testing of 
evidence. May we have your support? 

Information for this article came from the Ted Charach 
Archives, The Sirhan Writ, and The Conspiracy Museum 
Exhibit. 





This test firing was not entered into evidence at the trial 



2 



I 

I 




JFK 

DwpFoUto 

QUARTERLY 




Volume3 Number 2 



"Let the word go forth' 



January 1998 



I 

I 

I 



REVIEW BOARD RELEASES FRITZ'S 
OSWALD NOTES, ALYEA FILM; 
HERSH BOOK STIRS CONTROVERSY 



CONTENTS 



Amnesty? Just Say, “No.” 7 

Editors, JFK/Deep Politics Quarterly 

The Untimely Death of Ll Cradr. William Pitzer 8 

by Allan R. J. Eagles ham and R. Robin Palmer 

The JFK/D PQ Readers’ Survey: Results 18 

Reporting the Kennedy Assassination: A Review 7(] 

by Jan Stevens 

The JFK/Deep Politics Quarterly index: Volumes I and II 24 

The “Official Final Version” A Saure 30 

by Jim Hargrove 

On RIFS, New Documents, and the ARRB 



by JoeBackes 32 

Still Patsies Run Deep 34 



by Walt Brown 

Did Castro Kill Kennedy? A Review 

by Walt Brown 

DEPARTMENTS 

In The News 4 

JFK Internet 27 

Deep Quotes 34 

JFK/DPQ Quiz 26/40 



3 




JFK Deep Politics Quarterly 



Volume 3 No2 January 1998 



JFK 

Deep Politics 
QUARTERLY 

Editors: 

JAN STEVENS 
WALT BROWN 



Associate Editor: 
VINCE PALAMARA 



I «ynnl «nri P.rtphift: 

JAN STEVENS 

Document and Photo Scanning: 

JOHN SALVAGGK) 

JFK I Deep Politics Quarterly is published four 
dmes a year January. April. July, and October, and is 
dedicated to die ongoing study of the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy and related topics of 
intelligence operations, other assassinations, and other 
issues of "deep politics". We invite responsible articles, 
commentaries, reviews, and Letters to the Editors 
These should not exceed 3 .000 words for articles and 
1 .000 for letters. All materials published will be at the 
discretion of the editors and are subject to editorial 
revision. Material derogatory to. or divisive in the spirit 
of what JFK/DPQ represents will not be accepted. 

The opinions andlor conclusions expressed 
herein ore not necessarily those of the editors. 



E-mail: Jfkdp<|2 ©aol.com 

On the Web: 

hltp://www.aJaietroBat.eoBi/Jfkdpq 



Subscription rates are $26 (USA) for one year (four 
issues). European countries add $8.00 ($14 for 1st class) 
Please address all inquiries. Letters to the Editors, or 
subscriptions to: 

JFK/ DEEP POLITICS QUARTERLY 
PO BOX 174 

HILLSDALE, NJ ©7642 USA 




The one major JFK story overpowering 
all others this anniversary was, of course, the 
Seymour Heish book. The Dark Side of 
Camelot. As much as JFK/DPQ is tempted to 
delve into this nefarious book’s content itself, 
and do an analysis of its main points, space will 
simply not permit it. On that score, we would 
recommend Jim DiEugenio’s excellent piece 
“ The Posthumous Assassination of JFK” in the 
Sept-Oct 1997 PROBE, (and the issue which 
followed) and the recent coverage in the New 
York Times. Vanity Fair, and The Nation. The 
latter’s reviewer commented “[E]ven the sex 
parts are often written in that painful yes-but- 
perhaps-if style that investigative reporters use 
when their cobbling up a case out of rather 
shaky bits and pieces.” 

Suffice it to say that Hersh has 
reportedly said he was in this to “make a 
killing” and retire, and that, according to many 
sources, the book is filled with unreliable tidbits 
of gossip, innuendo, and questionable 
accounts. Most of the ground covered is 
nothing new, like tales of JFK’s womanizing 
and the Judith Exner-Sam Giancana material — 
and some of that has been effectively debunked 
in several aspects by various researchers and 
Kennedy contemporaries. 

The controversy over the ostensibly 
fraudulent JFK-Marilyn documents served as 
effective pre-publicity for Sy Hersh, who 
according to Robert Sam Anson in Vanity Fair 
"believed in these documents for a long, long 
time— over two years — despite clear warnings 
from first-hand sources that they were frauds.” 
Of course, the material on the documents was 
deleted before publication of the book — as well 
as excised from the related ABC-TV ’s special 
“Dangerous World: The Kennedy Y ears.” 
(Many investors/collectors were taken in by the 
papers - supposedly in JFK’s hand -- which 
were said to consist of an agreement to pay 
Marilyn Monroe about $600,000' in return for 
her silence about her affair with the president 
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They were obtained by one Lawrence Cusack, 
who said they were in the possession of his late 
father, an attorney. ABC produced experts 
attesting to the fraud and lawsuits from both 
directions currently abound) 

Hersh’s media appearances have produced 
some interesting but strange comments. On 
MSNBC, he credited “former CIA officials” as 
sources for some allegations in the book. In his 
recent online interview for the Barnes & Noble 
website, Hersh was challenged regarding his 
claims that JFK’s wild private life had direct 
effect on his administration’s policies. He 
replied “It’s my belief that the dark side may be 
more important than the other side.” [!] His 
apparent misunderstanding of the importance of 
historical accuracy vs. joumalism-for-the bucks 
was exhibited by his statement: “Historians hate 
this book. Journalists and historians are like oil 
and water.” 

Where Hersh has gotten into the deepest 
trouble seems to be his claims that a) JFK 
himself authorized the murder of South 
Vietnam’s President Diem, and b) JFK was 
obsessed and involved with having Castro 
assassinated. Both assertions have drawn 
heavy fire by such historians as Arthur 
Schlesinger and John Newman — who both 
have published documented material proving the 
absurdity of such claims. According to 
DiEugenio, even the Church Committee Report 
and the CIA’s 1967 Inspector General’s Report 
show blatant contradictions with Hersh’s 
allegations. This would not be the first time the 
deconstruction of Camelot has been attempted. 
But it may certainly be the sleaziest of all. 

So as not to leave Sy Hersh alone in the 
JFK-bashing bandwagon, Martin Shackelford 
reports on new revelations since the publication 
of Hersh’s book; 1) Columnist Liz Smith 
pointed out that Tina Sinatra broke with family 
tradition when she admitted (on the ABC 
special) that her father bad been associated with 
mobsters. Not only did she admit association, 
but accepted as natural that Kennedy would use 
her father as a go-between with mob boss Sam 
Giancana Miss Smith, who befriended alleged 
JFK paramour and mob courier Judith Exner, 
supports her story 100%. Of course! It’s trashy 
old standard tabloid journalism at its finest 



The Hersh book cannot be said to have 
garnered “critical acclaim” by any means, and 
we think, justifiably so. 

In other stories, five pages of “notes” 
made by Dallas Homicide and Robbery Captain 
John W. “Will” Fritz were made public by the 
ARRB on Nov. 20, 1997. They were received 
by the Board from an “anonymous donor.” In 
a November 22, 1997 article, Mark Wrolstad of 
the Dallas Morning News reported that the five 
pages of notes were prepared several days after 
the tragedy in Dallas, but that clearly does not 
seem to be the case when one carefully inspects 
the notes. 

The notes are hasty scribbles, fragments of 
sentences or thoughts, and are obviously raw 
da»a No police rookie would compile material 
such as this several days after a major crime, 
nor would the notes at that point be so 
abbreviated, contain errors (“Mrs. Payne”), nor 
would they begin with naming those present - - 
that is something done contemporaneously, and 
clearly for the immediate record. 

The notes tell us precious little that is earth- 
shattering, although, as we shall see, as a 
composite, they may tell us a great deal. The 
fust page is clear that the date is 1 1-22 (quotes 
will be avoided— all references will be as in the 
original), and reminds us of our concephon(s) 
of events as they may or may not have 
transpired: claims 2nd floor Coke when off 
came in; 8-4:45 were not rigid abt time (an 
overlap to the book review of Moscovit 
elsewhere in this issue); says supports Castro 
Rev.; ? why live OJi. Lee says landlady did 
that. So this first note page is not yet about 
the crime of the century, but rather about 
background, as may be considered standard in 
investigative technique. But there certainly 
should be some notation that the suspect knows 
what he is being questioned about, and there is 
no hint of that. Of note is that Oswald offered, 
(or Fritz, et al dummied it up), that Oswald 
supported the Castro revolution. Was he 
supporting it in the company of Banister, 

Feme, Shaw, et al, or was Oswald clever 
enough to infiltrate their apparatus, and if so, 
what was his role and what were his results? 

The second page is slightly more 
evidentiary, but only barely so: denied bringing 
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package to wk... denied curtain rod. got off bus 
after seeing jam got cab etc.; ..at apt. chan 8*° 
shirts+tr. Put in dirt clothes— long sleeve red sh 
+ gray tr. As noted, not 

much, except Oswald is insisting on a change of 
clothes, either because he did for some reason 
and wanted tt known, or because he didn t but 
feared being identified in the garments he was 

On the third page: says doesn t pay cash for 
wife staying with Mrs. Payne denies owning 
rifle in garage or elsewhere... Arv. July 62 
from US A. Int. by F.B.I. Ft.W. says Hard 
+ Soft meth etc Buddy. The concern regarding 
monies paid or not paid to Ruth Paine seems to 
have no relevance; but then the denial of 
owning a rifle in the garage or elsewhere is 
unusual without more data. Primarily, there 
was no rifle in any garage for Oswald to deny. 
Elsewhere, certainly, but not in the garage and 
given his ability to disseminate, it is unlikely 
that he told the police, “Hey, I don’t own the 
rifle in the garage.” The only possible scenario 
is that either Marina or Ruth Paine (or the 
visiting blues) reported the “there was supposed 
to be a rifle in the garage” story and Oswald 
was braced with that story and would have none 
of it It is also instructive that he mentioned the 
hard and soft interrogation technique he 
believed was being used on him by the FBI. 

Note sheet number four is a mixed bag: 
Desires to talk to Mr. Abt...says Smith act att.; 
No pahy fed. note: no polyg as in polygraph?] 
at time in past has refused; denies shooting 
Pres says didn’t Know Gov. shot. Oswald 
has pointedly asked for an attorney and 
somehow identified him as a lawyer who deals 
in cases involving the Smith Act, which makes 
it illegal to advocate the violent overthrow of the 
US government. A brief mention is then added 
that Oswald denied shooting the President, but 
done in shorthand, again arguing that these 
notes were contemporaneous, and points out 
that he had no knowledge [until it was 
referenced by others, most likely Secret Service 
Inspector Kelley] about the shooting of the 
Governor. It has always been maintained that 
if Oswald had been looking down the barrel, he 
would have known about Connally. 

The final page is another denial of rifle 



ownership, plus a denial that the “backyard 
photo” was taken of him: says 1 made picture 
super imposed. Old wine in old bottles, 

** What is noteworthy is that the official 
version reflects a total ignorance of these notes. 
The Warren Report stated, “Captain Fritz of the 
homicide and robbery bureau did most of the 
questioning, but he kept no - ‘ U 

Govt volume of Report, p. 180], As noted in 
The Warren Omission, these are weasel words. 
Fritz kept no notes. Now it is obvious that he 

took some, he just didn’t keep them. 

But why would the Commission think that 
Fritz kept no notes, and why would it require 
34 years to discover this one slight eiTor on 

their part? . . , 

Because Fritz bed to the WC, and they knew 
he was lying and they let him. In 4H 203-204, 
in introductory questioning, Fritz indicates that 
the books in front of him (which are already 
Commission Document 8 IB, and will never 
become a Commission Exhibit, and therefore 
not published) were prepared after the tragedy, 
which they no doubt were. Later, in 4H 2UV, 
we read, “Mr. BALL: Do you remember what 
you said to Oswald and what he said to you? 

Mr. FRITZ: I can remember the thing that 1 said 
to him and what he said to me but 1 will have 
trouble telling you which period of questioning 
those questions were in because I kept no 
notes at the time, and these notes and things 
that I have made 1 have to make several days 
later...” Yet the notes released are clear that 
each session is identified, session, time, and 
those present 

There are names for these kinds of things: 
one is perjury ; a second is suborning of 
perjury. That is why these notes remained 
hidden for so long. Yes, there are things in 
there that the world could not see in 1964: the 
“supporter of Castro Rev.” is clearly one, as 
we know that the “Commie” label was rapidly 
pealed away from Oswald as the weekend of the 
tragedy unfolded. 

One can only wonder how many other, more 
serious perjuries will be revealed as no 
documents find their way to daylighL ___ 

Thr film taken on November 22. 1963 by_ 
WFAA I'anwiiaman Tom Alveah as also been 
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donated to the Review Board. Although not 
available for viewing as we go to press, it will 
be available under normal National Archives 
policy in 1998. 

The John F. Kennedy Library has released 
almost 24 hours of tape recordings of “meetings 
and conversations that took place in the Oval 
Office and Cabinet Room at the White House 
from August - October 1963. The conversations 
between the president and his advisors concern 
U.S. policy toward Vietnam, Laos, Korea, 
Portuguese Africa, Berlin. China and the 
USSR. 

For anyone interested. The recordings 
and finding guide are available for purchase at 
the JFK Library, Columbia Point, Boston, MA 
02125. or by calling (617) 929- 4529. [Some 
of these materials are also available online — see 
JFK INTERNET column, this issue ] 

In other personal memoirs released. 
Ladybird Johnson was a guest on ABC’s 
Nightline with Ted Koppel and some of her 
long-held diary recollections were made public. 
If it was not so tragic to see Mrs. Johnson so 
staunchly defend the work and integrity of the 
Warren Commission, it might well have been 
beyond hysterical. Her credibility, to say the 
very least, sank lower than her husband’s. 

The Review Board has also undergone an 
organizational facelift, as Executive Director Dr. 
David G. Marwell has left and been replaced by 
Dr. T. Jeremy Gunn. 

The assassination anniversary also 
wi messed a broadcast of the original WBAP- 
Dallas radio feeds from the motorcade, featuring 
the ever-so familiar voices, telling of the warm 
crowds, and then suddenly, the shock that 
“something is terribly wrong here.” Those who 
heard the recordings found they were still 
chilling, all these years later. 

We also leant (from Ian Griggs in the U.K.) 
that there is now apparently another grave 
adjacent to that of Lee Oswald in Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Fort Worth, Texas. The formerly 
isolated plot is now adjoined by an otherwise' 
unmarked headstone labeled simply, “Nick 
Beef.” Very strange! [JFK/DPQ will be 
following up on this if at all possible] 

News from another grave site : The final 
resting place of President Kennedy in Arlington 



was disturbed in the days before Christmas. 
Vandals were attempting to extract stones from 
the site, but were unsuccessful. CNN reported 
no damage done. 



AMNESTY? 

Just Say, “No.” 

by the Editors, JFK/DPQ 

A recent Dallas conference concluded with a 
call for federal legislation creating an “amnesty” 
for anyone who would voluntarily come 
forward and provide information regarding the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

While no doubt done with the purest of 
motives, such a proposal seems to have far 
more factors militating against it than those 
which would convince the editors of the 
JFK/Deep Politics Quarterly to endorse it 

The “Amnesty Task Force,” made up of a 
half a dozen prominent and reasonable 
researchers and a JFK/Lancer spokesperson, 
noted in the post announcing their desire to 
petition federal lawmakers for amnesty that it 
was hoped that such legislative protection 
would bring forward not necessarily the 
shooters, but perhaps material witnesses who 
hold keys that could unlock many doors that 
still seem locked thirty-four years after the 
murder of John F. Kennedy. The goal also 
seemed to hint that such legislative action would 
force the US government to once again become 
involved, and actively so, in the pursuit of 
truth. 

If only it were that easy. This proposal, 
however, is wrong for the very reasons it is 
being proposed, and many other, equally 
reasonable researchers have argued against it, 
piecemeal on the net, so let’s examine the 
downside of such a legislative concept. 

First of all.it is misnamed. Amnesty, from 
the Greek “amnestia,” is “a general pardon for 
offenses against the government.” [source: 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 
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The Untimely Death of Lt. Cmdr.Wllliam Pitzer 












by Allen R.J. Eagle sham 
and R. Robin Palmer 

THE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE [1] 

The Fitters rose a little earlier than usual that fall Saturday morning, 29 October 1966. Bill 
made breakfast while Joyce made preparations in anticipation of a visit from her mother for a few 
days. Late morning saw them raking leaves in the yard as their 14-year-old son Robert washed the 
car When, around noon, a neighbor dropped by to invite the boy to join her in a couple of rounds 
of golf. Bill finished polishing the automobile. After lunch, he dropped Joyce off at the beauty 
salon for a 1:00 p.m. appointment, drove over to the golf course to remind Robert to have a 
haircut, then stopped in at work to prepare a lecture he was to deliver at Montgomery Junior 
College the following Wednesday. Joyce missed the 3:07 bus, but caught it at 4:07 p.m., and was 
surprised that Bill was not already home when she arrived there. She called his office, and, getting 
no reply, assumed that he was on his way. As time passed, feeling increasingly uneasy, she called 
the office again, and again, as well as his club and the hospital emergency room. At 7:20 p.m., 
she called the main switchboard at Bill's place of work: the National Naval Medical Center 
(NNMQ, Bethesda, Maryland. The duty officer was alerted. Ensign J.M6. Quarles and Security 
Patrol Officer T.E. Blue opened the locked door to Fitter's television-studio office at 7:50 and 
found a body on the floor, the head resting in a pool of coagulated blood, a revolver lying close 
by. Death was pronounced by Medical Officer Lieutenant Commander R.W. Steyn at 8: 10 p.m., 
and identification was made by Captain J.H. Stover and Lt Cdr. J.G. Harmeling; the corpse was 
that of Lt. Cmdr. William B. Pitzer of the US Navy Medical Service Corps. 

Captain Stover, Bill's superior officer, went immediately to the Pitzer residence with Ll Cmdr. 
C.A. Holston to impart the devastating news. In view of the personality and life philosophy of her 
husband, Mrs. Pitzer found it impossible to accept that he could have taken his own life. In due 
course, however, investigations by the FBI, the Naval Investigative Service and an NNMC 
Informal Board of Investigation would all reach the same conclusion: the wound to Lt. Cmdr. 
Fitter's head was self-inflicted. 

Over the years, the family and friends of Bill Pitzer continued to doubt the official conclusion 
on the nature of his demise. And for Mrs. Pitzer there was the nagging thought that if, 
unbeknownst to her, her husband were to have reached the point of suicide, he would not have 
committed the act on US Navy property, thus embarrassing the institution that he so loved. As 
stated in the Informal Board of Investigation's Report 

"Mrs. Pitzer could offer no explanation as to why Subject would take his own life and although ^ 
appearing somewhat resigned to this fact, she still exhibited doubt that suicide was the true cause 
of death." 

LINKS WITH THE JFK AUTOPSY 

William Bruce Pitzer was in the US Navy for over 28 years. He served his country in World 
War II and in the Korean conflict, and looked forward to a well deserved retirement in 1967. He 
began his naval career as an X-ray technician and was Assistant Head of the Graphic Arts 
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Department and Chief of the Educational Television Division of the Naval Medical School, and had 
a top-secret clearance at the time of his death. His specialty was the then-new field erf - closed- 
drcuitTV. 

Greatly respected and highly regarded by all who knew him, he was the "perfect image of a 
Naval officer* in the words of a colleague. In private life he was community-oriented: a member 
of the Board of Directors of Help for Retarded Children, Inc. and treasurer of the Takoma Park 
PTA. He was active also in the Masonic Order. 

Ll Cmdr. Pitzer was a mentor and friend to Petty Officer First Class Dennis D. David; they 
played bridge together regularly. On the evening of 22 November 1963, Dennis was Chief -of-the- 
Day at Bethesda Naval Hospital, part of the National Naval Medical Center, and it was his duty to 
supervise the unloading of the casket that contained the body of President Kennedy prior to 
postmortem examination. [2] Early in the following week, Dennis dropped by Bill's office with 
questions on the professional exam for the Medical Service Corps. He found Pitzer working on a 
16-mm film, slides, and black and white photos of the Kennedy autopsy.[3] Vivid in his memory 
is his agreement with Bill Pitzer that those materials showed what appeared to be an entry wound 
in the right frontal area with a corresponding exit wound in the lower rear of the skull. Thereafter, 
on occasion, Dennis heard Bill refer to contacts he'd had with "agents" about the Kennedy autopsy 
materials on which he had worked. These references, made in the company of others and thus 
precluding further discussion with Dennis, were couched in matter-of-fact terms without hint of 
threat or intimidation. [4] 

Although Petty Officer David assumed that Lt. Cmdr. Pitzer personally had filmed the 
Kennedy autopsy, Pitzer’s name does not appear on any list of personnel involved in the autopsy 
or present in the morgue at that time. [5] On the other hand, Jerrol F. Custer, X-ray technician for 
the Kennedy autopsy, recently stated that Pitzer was present in the morgue and had photographed 
the military men occupying the benches. f6] 

In December 1965, Dennis David was sworn in as an Ensign in the Medical Service Corps. 
He left the National Naval Medical Center immediately thereafter and had no further contact with 
Bill Pitzer; he achieved the rank of Lieutenant Commander before retiring. He recently told us that 
he is "certain" that Bill Pitzer had the Kennedy autopsy photographs, and such related materials, in 
his possession at the time of his death. 

A curious coincidence is noteworthy. During the weekend on which Lt. Cmdr. Pitzer died, 
the Kennedy family transferred formal possession of the materials relating to the late president's 
autopsy to the National Archives. A check of the inventory revealed that some items, tissue 
sections, as well as a stainless-steel container that presumably held the brain were missing. [7] Six 
years later. Dr. Cyril Wecht discovered that the brain was indeed missing from the National 
Archives. [8] 

ITEMS OF EVIDENCE 

On 1 November 1966, Commander H.H. Rumble II of the Naval Investigative Service Office 
Washington signed a covering letter listing the following items of physical evidence that had been 
gathered from the TV studio and sent to the FBI for analysis: 

1. A .38 caliber Smith & Wesson (S&W) revolver, military issue, serial #311456, found near the 
body. 

2. A .38 caliber S&W, Western cartridge case found in the weapon (Item 1) in the cylinder 
positioned under the hammer. 

3. A .38 caliber S&W, Western bullet found in the cylinder of Item 1 in the next firing position. 

4. A .38 caliber S&W, (R-P) blank cartridge found in the cylinder of Item 1 in the second firing 
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position. 

5. A spent projectile found at the scene. , J , , 

6. An envelope containing three .38 caliber S&W blank cartridges found on the deceasec s desk. 

7. A pair of eyeglasses found in the vicinity of the body. 

8. A dented section of blackboard located near the body. 

9. Four notes containing apparent work notations found near the body. 

10. An 8x101/2" lined note pad found on a chair near the body 

1 1 . A blue grease pencil found on a chair next to Item 10. 

12. Fourteen latent prints lifted from two chairs and three beer cans at the scene. 

13. Work note on the desk of the deceased's assistant 

14. Same as Item 13 above. 

15. Half of a paraffin cast of the deceased's nght hand prepared at the time of the autopsy. 

16. The other half of the paraffin cast (see Item 15 above). 

17. Samples of paraffin used in obtaining Items 15 and 16 above. 

18. Twenty-one cards containing finger and palm prints taken from the body. 

FINGERPRINTS 

Commander Rumble's covering letter requested the FBI to process Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 
9, 10, 1 1, 13 and 14 for latent fingerprints. This is the single and only place in the 140 FOIA- 
released pages in which reference can be found to fingerprints on the revolver (Item 1). None of 
the fingerprint lifts in Item 12 matched those of Lt Cmdr. Pitzer (Item 18). On 12 January 1967, 
Cmdr. Rumble sent to the FBI fingerprint cards of eight individuals, presumably naval personnel, 
who might have left the prints on the chairs and beer cans (Item 12). The paper work dealing with 
these other people's prints refers to Ll Cmdr. Pitzer as "Victim* (rather than as "Deceased" in 
other documentation) and the eight individuals are listed as "Suspects." The suspects names are 
redacted - in any case, none of their prints matched those found at the scene. 

To repeat there is nothing in the FBI files in our possession, in the FBI Report, nor in the 
NNMC Informal Board of Investigation Report, that states that Pitzer's fingerprints were on the 
revolver (Item 1), on the spent cartridge (Item 2), the live round (Item 3) or on the blank cartridge 
(Item 4). 

THE REVOLVER 

A revolver was found on the floor of the TV studio, about twelve inches from the deceased's left 
knee. On 12 October 1966, a .38 caliber Smith & Wesson revolver and six blank cartridges had 
been signed out by enlisted man L.R. Andre, on behalf of his superior officer Lt. Cmdr. W.B. 
Pitzer. A photocopy of a hand-written note to this effect, signed by Supervisory Guard RL. 
Bray, is part of the NNMC Informal Board of Investigation Report; no serial number is included in 
that note: 

"To the best of my recollection, at about 1400 on 12 Ocl 1966 1 issued a S&W 38 caliber revolver 
and six (6) rounds of blank ammunition to L.R. Andre HM2. This weapon was issued after a 
telephone call from Lt CDR W.B. Pitzer, stating that same would be used for instruction purposes. 

Russel L. Bray 
Supervisory guard" 

The FBI documents include the following as their proof of origin of the weapon found beside 
the body: 
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"The Firearms Logbook contained in the Security Office, NationaJ Naval Medical Center, 
Bethesda, Maryland, was examined and in the front of the book was located an undated 
notation that a .38 caliber revolver, serial number 3 1 1546, had been checked out for 
Lieutenant Commander WILLIAM B. PITZER. The signature under this notation was 
illegible." 

It would be reasonable to conclude that the illegible signature was that of Mr. Bray, except 
that his signature on the hand- written note is of exemplary clarity. We wonder why a photocopy 
of the weapon-release entry in the firearms logbook, showing the serial number and Mr. Andre's 
signature, is not part of the FBI record. Certainly it is surprising that the official record of release 
of the weapon was, according to the FBI, undated. 

The weapon assigned to Pitzer is defined as a .38 caliber Smith & Wesson (see above), 
whereas a hand-written note by the FBI ballistics investigator reveals that the weapon found at the 
scene was actually a S&W .38 Special. On advice from colleagues knowledgeable of firearms, we 
believe that there is not necessarily a discrepancy here; the .38 caliber S&W was obsolete by 1966, 
therefore, it is likely that in military and law-enforcement parlance the qualifier "Special" was 
routinely dropped. Surely, however, the notation in the logbook documented that the weapon 
released to Mr. Andre was a .38 Special. 

The serial number of the weapon found in the TV studio (see Item 1) was the same as that 
described in the above-quoted FBI document It was impossible for the FBI ballistics expert to 
determine with certainty that the slug found on the floor of the studio, about six feet to the right of 
the body, bad been fired from that particular .38 S&W: 

"Specimen Q2 (i.e. Item 5) is a caliber .38 S&W copper-coated lead bullet. The few remaining 
rifling impressions on specimen Q2 are the same width as those found on test bullets fired from 
specimen K1 (i.e. Item 1). However, due to the mutilation of specimen Q2, the microscopic 
markings remaining on its surface are insufficient to permit identification of the particular weapon 
from which it was fired." 

Ballistics tests showed that the spent cartridge in the cylinder had been discharged in that 
weapon. Neither that cartridge nor the live round in the revolver were Special ammunition, and 
must have been loaded with "extreme difficulty," according to the FBI lab report. Pitzer obtained 
only blanks with the revolver; there is no record of his acquiring live ammunition at the NNMC or 
anywhere else. 

EYEGLASSES 

An intact pair of eyeglasses was found on the floor of the TV studio, a couple of yards 
from the body (Item 7). The lens prescription was determined by the FBI, but no link is made in 
the FBI files to suggest that the they belonged to Bill Pitzer. Neither did they carry his 
fingerprints. When asked about it, Dennis David told us: "I do not recall ever seeing Bill wearing 
glasses." 

Of course, it is possible that Mr. David's memory of 30 years ago is faulty. Unfortunately, 
our efforts have been fruitless to determine from Pitzer-family sources if Bill used eyeglasses. It 
may be significant that the FBI assigned the eyeglasses a "Q" ("questioned") notation, rather than 
"K" ("known") as for the revolver and the blue crayon pencil. 

A DAMAGED BLACKBOARD 

There was a blackboard in the TV studio "located near the body." Unfortunately its precise 
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location is not shown in a hand-drawn sketch of the scene that is in the FBI 

remembers a mobile, wheeled blackboard in the studio, not wall-mounted. It was struck by a 
bullet, as revealed by analysis of residual metal particles in the indentation (Item 8): 



"possible (sic) by the projectile after passage through the skull erf the deceased." 

Apparently, this was a source of puzzlement for the investigating officers; given the locations of 
the corpse, revolver, spent bullet, and blackboard, there had to have been another point of ricochet. 

"Extensive examination of the scene failed to determine what the projectile struck resulting 
in the extensive indentation." 



The metallic residues within the indentation were in insufficient amounts to match them 
conclusively with the slug found on the floor. Referring to the spent bullet, Cmdr. Rumble 
requested the FBI to: 

"Examine for all foreign matter on the surface with particular attention to determine as to 
what the projectile struck and if it struck Item 8" 



Nothing in the FBI Report addresses this request; however, copies of hand-written notes by the 
FBI ballistics expert include the following: 



"Bone fragments on bullet. One side of bullet split open. However, no other material 
found to assoc, w. any other object bullet may have struck." 



And there is no mention of bone fragments on the blackboard indentation. 



REMINDERS 

According to his wife. Bill was an inveterate note-maker, and this was evident when his body was 
discovered. Sheets of paper were scattered around, bearing the names of colleagues (even these 
are redacted from the FOIA-released photocopies) to whom messages were to be conveyed, written 
with a blue-crayon pencil found on a chair near the body. Therefore, if he took his own life, we 
must deduce that in his final hours and minutes he jotted down work-related items lest he forget 
them, but did not take a few seconds to explain his final act The following note was found on an 
assistant's desk: 

"Remind me to return gun to the sec. (sic: security) office." 

If Bill Pitzer committed suicide, certainly it was without premeditation. One of the note 
pages lying on the floor bore a partial heel print that was not linked with the deceased - described 
as a style used by the Goodyear Rubber Company. The print was photographed by the FBI "for 
possible future reference." 

PARAFFIN TEST 

The paraffin tests of Pitzer’s right palm and back of hand were negative, indicating the absence of 
nitrate, therefore no exposure to gunpowder. While false positives are not uncommon with this 
test due to contact with tobacco, cosmetics, certain foodstuffs etc., a negative result is usually 
accepted as evidence of no recent contact with a discharged firearm: 



12 



JFK 0— P Politics Quarterly 



Volume 3 Num ber 2 January 1996 



"Examination of (the) paraffin cast reflected no substance characteristic of, or which could 
be associated with, gunpowder or gunshot residue.” 

If Bill Pitzer committed suicide, could he have held the revolver in the other hand, 
consistent with Dennis David's observation of him dealing cards with his left? Not so: the autopsy 
report is definite that the bullet entered on the right side of the head and exited on the left 

THE WOUNDS 

When interviewed by an FBI agent on 30 October 1966 after completion of the postmortem 
examination, the prosector, Ll Cmdr. J.G. Harmeling, stated that the muzzle of the revolver had 
not been in contact with the skin at discharge, nor did he find powder bums around, or powder 
particles embedded in, the entry wound in the right temple. [9] However, he stated. 

"... the gun could have been very close to the head, but not touching it but so close there 
would have been no time for the powder to have spread out after leaving the muzzle and 
thereby leaving no outside indicating (sic) of splatter bum or embed powder particles 
around the wound." 

There was an area of "charring" around the wound that may be interpreted as a margin of 
soot deposit, yet the autopsy report describes the skin around the entry wound as having "no 
deposits of foreign material." And there is no mention in the autopsy report of soot deposit around 
the defect in the skull bone, which would indicate a shot from very close range. Lt. Cmdr. H.B. 
Lowsma, who assisted in the autopsy, is reported by the FBI to have stated on 1 November 1966 
that: 



"(T)here was no evidence of powder bums on the right side of the head where entry was 
made... (He) explained that he could not say how far from the head the gun was held as he 
was no expert in this field." 

Subsequent FBI laboratory tests of the 38 Special showed that the gun would have to have 
been held at a distance of 3 feet or more to preclude powder burning of the skin. 

In the 30 October interview, Lt Cmdr. Harmeling stated: 

”(T)he death was caused by a gun shot wound in the bead from the right temple, exiting 
near the left temple..." 

This seems peculiarly vague, "...exiting near the left temple.” In the autopsy report, Lt Cmdr. 
Harmeling was precise: bullet entry was in the right temporal area, and exit was in the left parietal 
area, "5 cm. posteriorly in a diagonal from the attachment of the anterior helix." In layman's 
terms, the exit wound was behind the left ear. But the autopsy report further states that internal 
examination revealed a defect in the left sphenoid bone and supra-orbital plate, i.e. at the left 
temple: 



"After removal of the brain a third defect in the bony skull is encountered. This consists of 
a large defect in the left supra-orbital plate measuring 3.0 x 1.0 cm." 

Apparently, the autopsy doctors were unaware of this third head wound until the brain was 
removed - no corresponding wound is described as part of the external examination of the body 
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And vet as stated on the Naval Certificate of Death, dated 1 February 1967 (why the three- 
month delay?). Naval Medical Officer Lt. Cmdr. Steyn, while viewing the body in the TV studio 
twenty minutes after its discovery', observed a wound in the left temple: 

"A left temple wound was visible, the right side of the head being hidden, lying against the 

floor..." 

Why did the autopsy doctors fail to describe the external wound in the left temple that was 
seen by Steyn, but did describe a large internal defect in the skull bone at the same location? The 
path of the bullet through the brain is described in detail in the autopsy report, and there is nothing 
to suggest that the projectile fragmented, causing part of it to exit at the left temple. As verbalized 
by LL Cmdr. Lowsma: 

"The bullet went on a straight line from one side of the head to the other." 

How, then, did Bill Pitzer come to sustain the third defect in the skull? Dr. John G. Ball, the local 
Deputy Medical Examiner, stated on the Montgomery County Death Certificate, dated 30 October 
1966, that the deceased "shot self in head with 38 cal. pistol." In an interview with the FBI on 2 
November, Dr. Ball confirmed this: 

"It was (Dr. Ball's) opinion that death was caused by self-inflicted gun shot wound 
because when he examined the body on the night of November (sic) 29, 1966 in the TV 
Studio at the National Naval Medical Center, he observed powder bums on the head. 

From his observations on the situation in the room at the time he first observed it, and after 
having been advised that things were in the same condition as when the body was found, 
he concluded that PITZER was probably sitting in a chair and shot himself in the head... 
When he observed the wound in the head on the night of November (sic) 29, 1966, he 
observed muzzle marks around the wound and powder bums." 

Strangely, these descriptions of powder bums and muzzle marks are at odds with the autopsy 
report and the statements of the autopsy doctors. We are submitting an FOIA-release request for 
the autopsy photographs in the hope of resolving this issue and of understanding the nature of the 
wound in the left temple and its relationship, if any, with the third defect in the skull. 

When Mrs. Pitzer requested the return of her husband's wedding band, she was informed that his 
left hand was so mutilated that removal of the ring was impossible. She never did receive it Yet 
the autopsy report states that there were no wounds on the body other than those to the head: 

"The upper and lower extremities are bilateral (sic) symmetrical and exhibit no remarkable 
gross lesions... No evidence of abrasions, contusions, or lacerations are noted in any 
other part of the body with the exception of the head wounds." 

Why did the US Navy apparently lie to a grieving widow, and deny her most reasonable request? 

UNDER HIS WING 

The FBI Report is structured in eight sections, as follows: 

I . Crime scene investigation 

II . Interview with family members 
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HI. Medical examination and autopsy 

IV. Interview of associates and co-workers 

V. Deceased's activities on October 29, 1966 

VI . Psychiatnc treatment of (name redacted] 

VII. Miscellaneous . . , _ 

VIII. Investigation of deceased's activities in Pensacola, Florida 



The most heavilv redacted section is VI, which deals with an enlisted man who had been under 
psychiauic treatment- When intemewed by the FBI on 1 November. 1966, a NNMC psychiatrist 

staled: 



"In connection with the patient's rehabilitation, he was placed under the supervision of 
WILLIAM PTTZER at the National Naval Medical Center and with the cooperation ol Mr. 
piT7.FR the rehabilitation of this patient work ed ou t very well. 

During the late summer of 1965, WILLIAM PITZER told [name redacted] that he 
was having a problem" [approximately 50 lines redacted]. 



The following one and half pages are redacted except for three and half lines in which the 
psychiatrist states that LL Cmdr. Pitzer had never received psychiatric treatment nor had he ever 
shown anv indication of mental disorder. The final page of this section has been withheld in its 
entirety, not only for protection of personal privacy, the rationale for the large majority of the many 
many redactions in the FOI A release, but also because it is: 

''material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enhancement of criminal law 
including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or apprehend criminals." (authors 
emphasis) 

On the day before he died. Bill Pitzer telephoned the NNMC psychiatric unit, to make 
arrangements for this enlisted man to be seen by a doctor early in the following week. Apparently, 
the FBI investigators saw this coincidence as significant, and suspected this individual of playing a 
role in the death of his benefactor. 

THE LETTER 



Given the amount of physical evidence that seems to point away from suicide towards homicide, 
the reader must be curious as to how the FBI, the Naval Investigative Service Office and the 
NNMC Informal Board of Investigation reached verdicts of suicide. 

The Informal Board of Investigation apparently failed to take into account the physical evidence 
generated by the FBI - none of it is mentioned in its report. There is no reference to the third defect 
in the skull nor to whether the revolver was close to the head at discharge; the autopsy protocol 
was appended to the Informal Board’s Report, but it is referred to only in the following terms: 

"(A)n autopsy was performed on 30 October 1966, at the Naval Hospital, Bethesda, 
Maryland, which disclosed the cause of death to be a gunshot wound in the head." 

The NNMC Informal Board of Investigation gave weight to the declaration of the Montgomery 
County Deputy Medical Examiner Dr. Ball, that the deceased had "shot self in head with 38 cal. 
’pistol." It seems strange that they accepted this opinion without commenting on Dr. Ball's other 
assertions vis-i-vis muzzle marks and powder bums that conflict with the autopsy report. 
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The FBI Report presented the physical evidence, but placed no emphasis on it, instead 

g£ iifess 

He then stated a wish for a military funeral. Certainly, such utterances may be made by those 
co„rid™g“ KS-Soi But theTwho has attend a funeral 

mortality? 8 And the popular notion that untoward occurrences run in threes may also explain the 

remark 1. was pointed out above that although Bill Pttzer (a habitual note-maker) had the 
opportunity anddte wherewithal to write a suicide note, he did not do so. However, acaadtng 
the FBI and the Informal Investigation Board, he did write a letter that afternoon. Apparently, h 
Dut it into the mail at the NNMC, and it was received in due course by an associate in Florida, wi 
K he ha^vS'^ during a recent tnp to Pensacola to provtde audiovtsua. sup^nalatoure 
course at the US Naval Aerospace Medical Institute. Although the general tone of that shortletter 
is positive with reference to his returning to Florida a few months later, there are two 
give cause for thought, particularly since it appears that they were written within an hour or so of 

his death: 

"I am in deep trouble at home" 

"Until you hear from or of me, I am etc." 

It is understandable that the Informal Board of Investigation and the FBI Reports put 
emphasis on these phrases. On the other hand, the term "deep trouble" may be mere hyperbole to 
g?t P a S,nracross, and "until you hear of me" could be a reference to the fact that die associate 
moved 0 in navy circles in Pensacola. Again, such statements might be made by someone 
contemplating suicide, but do thev constitute proof in the absence of supporting physical evidence 
Although the FBI and Informal Board of Invesugalion Reports include various photocopied items 
this putatively last letter by Bill Pitzer's hand is included not as a photocopy of the original, but. 
instead, retyped. Given the importance of this item of evidence, this is surprising [10]. Pnzer 
began his letter by acknowledging receipt of a letter "yesterday i.e. on Friday 28 0c^ 
However that letter "should have arrived in Bethesda about 24 or 25 October, i.e. on the Monday 
or the Tuesday, according to the associate in Pensacola. Pitzer's letter, supposedly written on 
Saturday 29 October, was received in Florida on Monday 31 October. We suggest that he ac y 
received the letter from Pensacola on Tuesday 25 October (the date on toe postmark »s ^a«dto be 
illegible) wrote the reply on Wednesday 26 October and mailed it on Thursday 27. If not written 
during the last minutes of his life, this letter loses significance as a possible suicide note. 

CONCLUSION 

The evidence that LL Cmdr. W.B. Pi tzer committed suicide is purely circumstantial. The 
physical evidence is inconsistent with suicide and indicates homicide. But, this ^clwnon is of 
little consequence - our obligation now is to bring the recently released information to toe attention 
of the appropriate authorities, with requests that the case be reopened. There is no st^teof 
limitations on the crime of murder. The good name and exemplary reputation of a fine US Naval 
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officer have been besmirched for 3 1 years. The time for redress is long overdue. 

If the soon-to-retire Pitzer had in his possession photographs and slides of John Kennedy 
on arrival at the Bethesda Naval Hospital morgue, and, perhaps more importantly, that he had in 
his possession a movie film of the autopsy procedures (or lack thereof), these materials might yet 
be in existence somewhere. And, the possibility remains that covert forces would, at any cost, 
have blocked the dissemination of such materials at a time of mounting controversy over the 
conclusions of the Warren Report and, in particular, its coverage of the president's autopsy [11]. 
Of potential significance is the inclusion in the FBI Report of a whole section on a man in Pitzer's 
command who had been under psychiatric treatment Moreover, there is the coincidence of 
Pitzer's phone call on the day before his death to an NNMC psychiatrist regarding this individual. 
Therefore, it is possible that the death had nothing to do with possession of photographs and film 
of the Kennedy autopsy. But why would the US Navy and the FBI cover up such an incident? 



Notes: 



1. This article is based on new information on the FBI's investigation of the death of Lieutenant Commander 
William B. Pitzer at the National Naval Medical Center. Bethesda, Maryland, on 29 October 1966. The FBI Report 
and ancillary documents were obtained by a request made under the auspices of the Freedom of information Act by 
ex -Special Forces Colonel Daniel Marvin (Retired) The article also draws on the report of the National Naval 
Medical Center informal Board of Investigation into Lt. Cm dr. Pitzer's death, provided to Col. Marvin by Mr 
Ham sod E. Livingstone, author of several books on the assassination of President John F. Kennedy that highlight 
the potential importance of Pitzer’s death, e.g. High Treason 2 (New York: Carrol] & Graf, 1992) pp. 556-559, and 
Killing Kennedy (New York: Carroll & Graf, 1995) pp. 336. 340. We are grateful to Col. Marvin for sharing this 
information. 

2. David Lift on, Best Evidence (New York: Carroll & Graf, 1988 Paperback) p. 572. 

3. Dennis David interview on The Men Who Killed Kennedy VI. The Truth Shall Set You Free, produced by Nigel 
Turner (A&E History Channel, 1995). 

4. Dennis David, audiotaped responses to written questions from Colonel D. Marvin, 16 December 1996. 

5. New Developments on Previous Articles: Colonel. D. Marvin. Se p tember 1997 The Fourth Decade, p. 27. 

6. Walt Brown. An Interview with Jerrol Custer.Oct, 1995 JFK Deep Politics Quarterly. 

7. Harrison E. Livingstone. High Treason 2 (New York: Carroll & Graf. 1992) pp. 556-557. 

8. Cyril Wecht M.D., J.D., Cause of Death (New York: Dutton, 1993) p. 37. 

9. This was reported by Harrison E. Livingstone in High Treason 2 (New York, Carroll & Graf. 1992) p. 558. Mr. 
Livingstone was in possession of excerpts from the autopsy report that deal with the appearance of the entry wound 

10. Our skepticism in this regard is similar to our doubt vis-fc-vis the release of a 38 SAW to Mr. Andre: a 
photocopy of Supervisory Guard Bray's hand-written statement, detailed herein, is included in the Informal Board of 
investigation Report in lieu of a photocopy of the official logbook entry, and in the FBI Report there is a typed 
statement, also detailed herein, again in lieu of a photocopy of the logbook entry. 

11. Colonel Daniel Marvin claimed that the CIA had a contract out on Ll Cmdr. Pitzer’s life in “Bits & Pieces: A 
Green Beret on the Periphery of the JFK Assassination”. May 1995 The Fourth Decade, pp. 14-18. and (II). and on 
The Men Who Killed Kennedy VI The Truth Shall Set You Free, produced by Nigel Turner (A&E History Channel, 
1995). We are skeptical of his claims - see [5] above. 
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Results 

For our July, 1997 issue, JFK/DPQ mailed out a questionnaire which we hoped would 
generate a random sampler of what our readers were thinking, as well as to give us an idea of what 
their perceptions of the case were. We also threw in a few “expert” questions, and were pleasantly 
surprised that our readers understood and responded to the intent, and our book question also 
gave us some good insights into the depths and sophistication of our survey group. 

The issue was mailed on July 2, bulk mail as always, with the hope that they would arrive by 
the 20th, as we schedule (not counting the dozen or so that the USPS loses every issue). 

Imagine the surprise when we started getting responses prior to July 20, and that the responses 
were steady throughout July, and on into both August and September. This presented something 
of a quandary, as the survey loomed as “a project" of some dimension in terms of all those 
questions, “yes’s,” “no’s," and a smattenng of “maybe’s,” as well as collating the responses 
which involved answers from 1-10, and favorite as well as least favorite books. Because of the 
high number of responses and the fact that they continued to arrive into September (and, as it 
happened, beyond), we held off on the results until this issue. 

So what did the survey tell us?* 

Our First question, “Did Oswald act alone?” brought a unanimous response that he DID NOT. 

Not one respondent answered with a “yes,” or with any qualifying comments regarding the 
massive number of “no’s.” In the following question. Was Oswald part of a conspiracy or a 
patsy, there were 250 “patsy” answers and just about 100 “conspiracy” answers, as some readers 
felt Oswald fit into both categories. As to whether or not Beverly Oliver was the “Babushka Lady” 
or not, the votes favored her contention by about two to one. That question did bring forth some 
marginal editorials as well, as readers either felt strongly that Beverly was being honest, or equally 
strongly that she was not what she claimed to be. 

Regarding the credibility of witnesses, Howard Brennan (not surprisingly) was the clear loser. 
On a scale of 1-10, he received one “0” as well as one “10” and 2 “9’s.” His average however, 
was a mere 3.48, as some kind folks gave 8’s, 9’s, or 10’s to the other choices but bumped 
Brennan down to 4 or 5. The remaining witnesses were bunched with a “credibility co-efficient” 
between 6 and 7. Malcolm Summers scored 6.5, while knoll spectator Gordon Arnold achieved a 
6.73. Carolyn Arnold earned a 7.24, and everyone’s “Mr. Affable,” Ed Hoffman, garnered a 7.66 
score. Tops was Arnold Rowland, (surprisingly NOT believed by the Warren Commission), who 
testified to seeing a rifleman at the western end of the depository, and who scored a 7.72. Again, 
readers provided occasional comments, mostly about their personal experiences with one or more 
of the witnesses, the most common one being Ed Hoffman. 

Readers found the Ricky Don White story of his father, Roscoe White’s, involvement believable 
but only barely so, by about a ten vote margin. There were about nine times as many “yes “ votes 
for fake Secret Service men on the knoll, and an equally strong “yes” vote that the Paines were 
somehow involved in the events of November 22. Finally, by about thirty votes, there was a 
“rejection” of the body alteration theory as espoused by researcher David Lifton. (The irony in 
those numbers would be that almost 50 people reported Best Evidence as one of their five favor- 
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lie books.) Our next question provided the names of 21 of the most common folks recently 
thought of as possibly involved in the assassination. The two most commonly cited individuals, in 
order, were David Feme and Guy Banister, who each received better than a 90% affirmation. Just 
beneath them, in the 80% category, were Jack Ruby, Clay Shaw, and Carlos Marcello, 
respecuvely. Dropping dramatically to the 50-33% “guilty” rating, one notes Frank Sturgis tied 
with George DeMohrenschildt, then Allen Dulles, Sergio Arcacha Smith and Eladio del Valle tied, 
followed by LBJ, Hoover, Ed Landsdale, Jimmy Hoffa, Charles Harrelson, “Saul,” and Richard’ 
Helms. About 20% of those surveyed felt Richard Case Nagel! was involved, and only one 
reader felt James Files was involved.** (One respondent boldly wrote “fraud” in the “no” space). 
Of even greater surprise is that no-one voted for the involvement of either Fidel Castro or Nikita 
Khrushchev, two of the most common suspects, particularly in early US government 
pronouncements when it seemed that a conspiracy was still somehow possible. 

Returning to questions regarding issues, there was a 55-45 split in agreement that the 
Zapruder film had been altered, although there were comments that suggested that the four missing 
I rames. Z-207-21 1, amounted to the alteration. By the thinnest of margins, it was felt that the 
Secret Service was not involved, but it turned around to near unanimity that there were Oswald 
doubles active in the weeks preceding November 22. There was also virtually the same unanimity 
that the Dallas cops aided Ruby, and there was total, 100% unanimity that the magic bullet was a ' 
figment of the imagination. Despite the privacy of the survey, nobody reported believing t hat one. 

On the quesuon of the number of shots, our responses ranged from 4 to 12, with an aggregate 
average of 5.71. On the number of shooters, the responses ranged from 2 to 8, with the average 
at. 3.42. The knoll was the most common site where shots were believed to have come from, 
although the comments suggested that the knoll was a large area; from there, it was the TSBD the 
Dal Tex Building, the sewer drain (about 25%), the Records building, the Triple Overpass and 
one vote for “not the TSBD.” 

The CIA led all groups as the planners of the assassination, with other respectable vote totals 
going to organized crime, “military intelligence,” (a blur of sorts with the CIA votes. ) anti- 
Castro forces and, specifically, E Howard Hunt, Richard Helms, and David A. Phillips. The 
Dallas right wing received about twenty votes. The cover up was orchestrated by, in order, J. 
Edgar Hoover (we counted Hoover and the FBI as the same thing, since it was...), LBJ, the CIA, 
the Warren Commission, Earl Warren personally, the Dallas police, the mob, the Secret Service 
and surprisingly, one forlorn but highly significant vote went to “the media.” 

Our readers have gained a familiarity with the literature, as our survey made clear. The category 
of 5 favorite books yielded a high proportion of responses citing books published prior to the 
release of Oliver Stone’s JFK. Weisberg’s Whitewash series, along with Lane’s Rush to 
Judgment, Marrs’ Crossfire, Lifton’sfler/ Evidence, and Garrison’s On the Trail of the 
Assassins each garnered between 40 and 90 votes. At the top were Sylvia Meagher’s Accessories 
After the Fact, Thompson’s Six Seconds in Dallas, and a tie between Summers’ Conspiracy and 
co-editor Walt Brown s Treachery in Dallas, the only post-Stone book, besides his other works 
and Peter Dale Scott s Deep Politics :and he Death of JFK and Fonzi ’s The Last Investigation to 
gather any notice. (Walt was particularly grateful for the response, particularly to Warren Omission 
and the Referenced Index to the Warren Commission***) Beyond that, virtually every tide 
imaginable received one or more votes, as tastes dictate. 

In the worst book category, Gerald Posner was the clear winner, but he got a good run from 
onspiracy of One, as well as the Warren Report and MortalError. One reader insisted quite 
vocally that Ford’s Portrait of the Assassin was the worst, and another reader lamented, quite 
£9 r ^ ecl ^ 80 many. It should be added that on the favorite book side of the iedger 
Richard Trask’s Pictures of the Pain, a lone assassin work, earned the respect of a few readers. 

Finally, by a vote of about three to one, readers indicated a belief that the Moorman photo 
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showed “the bad gem an." ... 

We at the JFK/Deep Politics Quarterly are thankful to all those who took the time to answer this 
survey, and on occasion, to go well beyond the questions and provide some excellent insights. 

•Please recall that oul of the almost 300 responses, not all were complete, so the data will not always create a 
perfect 1 on 1 correlation everywhere 

•* This seemed in sharp counterpoise to the e-mails we have received from Mr. Vernon, the proponent of the 
“James Hies did it" merchandising ap p ar atus, who continues to criticize an earlier article here. 

••• inasmuch as retailers such as JFK / Lancer refuse to carry those two titles. 

m 




by Jan Stavans 



Payne. Darwio and Laura Havlich. Eds : REPORTING 
THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION (Dallas: Three 
Forks Press. 1996) 

^^ice upon a time, before the era of 

high tech, journalists worked on news stones 
using big old heavy typewriters called 
Underwoods and Royals, terms like “slug 
lines” and “copy boy,” “Linotype machines” 
and blue pencils, and had great camaraderie 
with their local police departments and officials. 
Photographers used big clunky cameras which 
needed their filters changed for indoor and 
outdoor work. The print medium was king in 
November, 1963, as television was just about 
to become the dominant media for the future that 
very weekend. It was a very different world, 
and unprecedented events were unfolding in 
Dallas as a political visit by the President of the 
United States was certainly a more local than a 
national event — but soon became a cataclysmic 
worldwide tragedy that changed the 
sociopolitical and cultural fabric of a nation. 

Students of the JFK case will recall some of 
the more famous folks who populated that 
world in 1963 — names like Hugh Aynesworth, 



James Altgens, Merriman Smith, Tom Alyea, 
Ike Pappas and Tom Dillard. Some, of course, 
have passed away, but many were able to be at 
a one-day Southern Methodist University 
conference on November 20, 1993, called 
“Reporters Remember 11/22/63.” The 
conference, subsequently televised on C- 
SPAN, brought together many of the television, 
radio and print reporters and photographers -- 
mostly regional — who covered the 
assassination story. 1 

This book is a complete transcript of that 
gathering, and is a fascinating (if not often 
incomplete and unsettling) account from these 
men 2 and the memories of their incredible 
experiences on that incredible and tragic 
weekend. 

If there’s one impression that permeated the 
demeanor of all participants, it was how 
unprepared they all were for the stunning and 
complex events of those terrible Dallas days. 
Logistics and standard methods and ways and 
means of news gathering were either 
improvised, changed at the last minute or 
thrown out altogether. Many key members of 
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